June 27, 2011
This special meeting of the Jerome City Council was called to order by Council President Marjorie Schmidt at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Councilman Chris Barber, Council President Marjorie Schmidt, Councilwoman Dawn Soto, and Councilman Robert Culver.  Mayor John Shine was excused.

Also present were City Clerk Shonna Fraser, City Administrator Ben Marchant, Fire Chief Mike Hatfield, Deputy Fire Chief Frank Wilson, Finance Director Ross Hyatt, and Attorney John Lothspeich.

Also present were Members of the Magic Valley Emergency Response Team Board: Bill Allred, Clyde Dwight, Clint Blackwood, Jackie Frey, and Pat Bishop.
MVERT DISCUSSION:


Council President Schmidt stated the purpose of this meeting is to bring everyone together.

Mr. Marchant went over the information received from Magic Valley Emergency Response Team (MVERT).  At the June 7th meeting MVERT requested the Jerome city firefighters be allowed to participate in the program without the oversight of Chief Hatfield.

Ms. Frey stated the assumption of misappropriation was not on the part of MVERT; however, an allegation was made by Fire Chief Hatfield.


Mr. Dwight stated there is an assumption on his part that there are discrepancies in the funds.  Mr. Allred stated the City of Jerome is the only city that could misappropriate funds.

Mr. Allred stated the reason Region IV LEPC wants to meet is because of Chief Hatfield’s letter to MVERT stating his reasons for his department withdrawing from MVERT.

Chief Hatfield gave a report on the breakdown of funds received since inception of the program in 1998.  Mr. Dwight noted the program was very sparse until 2001.

Mr. Allred stated he has not removed Jerome from the team because he wanted to speak with Jerome’s council before they do that.  They are moving forward with building a team without Jerome; however, MVERT is driven by a need to help people and serve the citizens.  He noted having Chief Hatfield and Deputy Chief Wilson as part of the team feels confrontational at this point.  The home base they are looking at is Pocatello, which is two hours away.

Mr. Lothspeich inquired if there is any way to get to a mutual agreement.


Mr. Allred stated Chief Hatfield has caused some hard feelings among local departments.


Ms. Frey commented there are tech level volunteers as well as trained responders.

Councilman Barber commented relationship issues have two sides; he would like to see this group move forward.


Councilman Culver also wants to see this resolved.


Mr. Marchant stated the safety concerns were raised by staff; council stood behind Chief Hatfield’s decision to withdraw.


Chief Hatfield stated he has extensive experience with hazmat situations.  He does not feel this is an area where any levels of compromise can be allowed. 

Upon inquiry by Councilwoman Schmidt, Mr. Dwight stated the MVERT team meets at least annually as a team to train.


Jeff Riley and Mary Marsh are the state representatives.  A concern is how is the governing body of MVERT is determined.

Ms. Frey inquired where the Jerome City Council stands on remaining part of the MVERT team.


Chief Hatfield stated he is not willing to work with MVERT under its current organizational structure.  He noted another concern he has is no coverage for accidents unless they are called out for an incident.

Mr. Lothspeich stated there is an interstate freeway next to our city limits with hazardous materials being trucked.  He is concerned if there is a hazardous spill the city has a huge liability with no representation.  He encouraged council to not end the dialogue but try to rectify the concerns.

Mr. Allred stated Region IV LEPC is the parent of MVERT.  They are not one group; they have pooled resources of six counties.  Region IV LEPC has provided a vehicle for smaller cities to participate and request hazmat services.  He noted Chief Hatfield is very structurally oriented, and he will not get that tight structure with the Region IV LEPC.  The collective of the mutual aide agreement allows people to move freely between those six counties.

Councilwoman Schmidt confirmed the main issues are training, medical monitoring, equipment maintenance, and posting financial data.


Mr. Marchant inquired if this could be an opportunity to rebuild the hazmat team the way it should be rather than the way it is.  He understands this MOU is unique in the state; other cities have in-house hazmat teams.

Mr. Allred stated this problem is purely economic; the risks are reduced with more and better equipment and training.


Council will consider the issue and deliver a decision after an executive session at the July 5th meeting.


Mr. Allred stated MVERT will proceed with putting together a team without Jerome; however, he still hopes they can use Jerome’s expertise and personnel.  He further commented the MVERT executive group must be part of any final decision.

ADJOURNMENT:


There being nothing further to discuss, this special meeting of the Jerome City Council adjourned at 7:39 p.m.







Marjorie Schmidt, Council President
Attest:

Shonna Fraser, City Clerk
