August 11, 2011
This special emergency meeting of the Jerome City Council was called to order at 11:50 a.m. by Mayor Shine pursuant to I.C. 67-2343(2) emergency involving damage to property or immediate financial loss, or the likelihood of such damage or loss.

Present: Councilwoman Marjorie Schmidt, Councilwoman Dawn Soto, Councilman Chris Barber, and Mayor John Shine.  Councilman Robert Culver was excused.

Also present were City Clerk Shonna Fraser, City Administrator Ben Marchant, Engineer Rick Wuori, and City Attorney John Lothspeich.

Mr. Wuori explained staff has discovered a soft subgrade problem on Farmore Road between the Brockman Lift Station and the Frontage Road.  During the process of excavating the road and placing the initial lift of sub base gravel, it was discovered that the soil beneath the road (subgrade) is very soft and wet.  The construction crew tried to “bridge over” the soft soil with the gravel, but heavy trucks were causing the road bed to deflect and pump which will not provide a solid road base.  The cause of the moisture in the subgrade is uncertain. He stated it could be the slow leak in the water/irrigation system feeding the I-84 sprinkler system that was discovered, or a leak in other water mains or sewer mains in that area.  He stated waiting to find and fix a leak is not cost effective; Schmidt Construction and their sub, Gordon Paving, are under a fast track schedule to get Farmore and Frontage Roads paved.  However, the leaking irrigation line will be repaired and efforts to locate any other obvious leaks are underway as well.  Mr. Wuori recommended excavation of an additional 12” of soft subgrade, place a geotextile fabric designed to bridge over soft subgrades, and place an additional 12” of sub base 1-1/2” gravel, then continue with the regular road base and pavement.  The affected area is 300’ x 30’ wide, with an additional cost of $25,000.


Upon inquiry by Councilwoman Soto Mr. Wuori explained the geotextile fabric spreads the load and weight over a larger area and provides a more substantial base.  Since this road is in a low point, the water could be coming from various sources.

Councilwoman Schmidt made a motion to approve a change-order in the amount of $25,000 to repair a soft subgrade problem on the Farmore Road Sewer Improvements Project in conjunction with the Schmidt Construction on the Brockman /Victory Sewer Project – EDA.  Second to the motion was made by Councilwoman Soto.  After consideration the motion passed unanimously by the following vote: AYES: Councilman Barber, Councilwoman Soto, and Councilwoman Schmidt. NAYS: None.

There being nothing further to discuss, this special meeting of the Jerome City Council adjourned at 12:04 p.m.







Mayor Shine
Attest:

Shonna Fraser, City Clerk
