January 3, 2012
This regular meeting of the Jerome City Council was called to order by Mayor Shine at 5:30 p.m.


Present: Councilman Chris Barber, Councilwoman Dawn Soto, Mayor John Shine, and Councilman Robert Culver.

Also present were City Clerk Shonna Fraser, City Attorney John B. Lothspeich, Community Development Director Micah Austin, Finance Director Ross Hyatt, Information Services Manager Kathy Markus, Fire Chief Mike Hatfield, Deputy Fire Chief Jack Krill, Building Official Dave Richey, and Consulting Engineer Scott Bybee.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:


Mayor Shine led the audience in recitation of the pledge of allegiance.

CONSENT CALENDAR:


Those items contained in the consent calendar are as follows:
1. Approve the minutes of the December 20, 2011 regular meeting and December 20, 2011 executive session


Councilman Culver made the motion to approve the consent calendar as presented.  Second to the motion was made by Councilwoman Soto.  After consideration the motion passed unanimously by the following vote: AYES: Councilwoman Soto, Councilman Culver, and Councilman Barber.  NAYS: None.
INSTALLATION OF ELECTED OFFICIALS:


Judge Thomas Borreson administered the oath for the office of Councilmember to Dawn Soto and Dale Ross.

APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT:


Councilwoman Soto nominated Councilman Culver as Council President.  There being no second nomination, Councilman Culver was named Council President.
APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBERS TO FINANCE COMMITTEE:


Mayor Shine appointed Councilman Ross and Councilwoman Soto to serve on the finance committee until replaced.
CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE, ISSUES, AND REPORTS:
1. No letters were received and nobody from the public appeared to address council.
PERSONNEL TRAINING – INFORMATION SERVICES:

Councilwoman Soto made the motion to approve funds for Angie Haddock to attend Civil 3D 2012 Fundamentals training at a total cost of $1,860.  Second to the motion was made by Councilman Ross.  After consideration the motion passed by the following vote: AYES: Councilwoman Soto, Councilman Ross, and Councilman Barber.  NAYS: Councilman Culver.

Ms. Markus explained Angie is a GIS Tech II.  All of her training to date has been ESRI related.  The Auto-Cad Training will allow her to move the as-builts and other project documents and maps into the city system.  She needs this training on the basic level to complete this task.  She is also tasked with going through engineering projects and organizing them for use of the entire department.  She commented Joan Appell could train her with her expertise; however, nobody on staff has time to train.  The cost is budgeted.

Upon inquiry by Councilman Culver, Ms. Markus explained all of the engineers have been trained in AutoCad as well as Ms. Appell.


Councilwoman Soto supported Councilman Culver’s concerns; however, she agrees with training assistants to do everything they possibly can.


Upon inquiry by Councilman Ross, Ms. Markus explained assisted on-line training is available, but close to the same cost and not as efficient.

PERSONNEL TRAINING – INFORMATION SERVICES:

Councilwoman Soto made a motion to authorize Micah Austin to attend the 2012 Northwest Food Processors Association Show in Portland, Oregon from January 15-18 at a cost not to exceed $893.  Second to the motion was made by Councilman Culver.  After consideration the motion passed unanimously by the following vote: AYES: Councilwoman Soto, Councilman Ross, Councilman Culver, and Councilman Barber.  NAYS: None.

Mr. Austin explained this conference is a great opportunity to market Jerome for food processing manufacturing.  The city will not have a booth this year; however, the Idaho Department of Commerce will be involved next year.  He will be setting up the city’s information in conjunction with Jim Madden of Rite Stuff Foods.  He noted McCain Foods from Burley, Lamb Weston from Twin Falls, Idahoan from Rupert, Gem State Processors from Burley, and about 4,000 other food processors will be represented at the show.

Councilwoman Soto believes with the Chobani yogurt plant coming in and other manufacturers to follow, it makes sense to be visible as a city to bring some of them to Jerome.

Mr. Austin agreed, noting there has been increased interest in the area.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:


Councilman Ross made a motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to I.C. 67-2345 (1) (f) to consider and advise its legal representatives in pending litigation or where there is a general public awareness of probable litigation.  Second to the motion was made by Councilman Culver. After consideration the motion passed unanimously by the following vote: AYES: Councilwoman Soto, Councilman Ross, Councilman Culver, and Councilman Barber.  NAYS: None.
COUNCIL REPORTS:


Councilwoman Soto reported she plans to attend the 2012 City Officials Day at the Capitol on January 26th.

Councilman Ross stated he is looking forward to working with council and staff.

Councilman Culver reported he will also attend the 2012 City Officials Day at the Capitol on January 26th.

Upon inquiry by Councilman Barber, Mayor Shine stated we have the preliminary engineering report regarding Pioneer Hall that was done by City Engineer Rick Wuori and Building Official Dave Richey.  The cost to bring it up to code is estimated at $50,000.  Councilman Barber stated he would like to see a way for the city to use this building.  This discussion will be on the next council agenda.
ADJOURNMENT:


There being nothing further to discuss, this regular meeting of the Jerome City Council adjourned at 6:01 p.m.








John Shine, Mayor

Attest:

Shonna Fraser, City Clerk
